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Message from the President
As we get into the swing of a new semester and a new year, it is a pleasure to write you about the impressive accomplishments of the SAWH and invite you to continue your support as we work to complete long term projects and take on new ones in the year ahead.    

The annual meeting in Memphis demonstrates the vibrancy of our organization.  First, warm congratulations to our annual publication prize winners.  Stephanie Gilmore received the A. Elizabeth Taylor prize for the best article on southern women’s history for “The Dynamics of Second-Wave Feminist Activism in Memphis, 1971-1982,” published in the NWSA Journal (Spring 2003).   Karen Cox was awarded The Julia Cherry Spruill Prize, for the best book in southern women’s history, for Dixie’s Daughters: The United Daughters of the Confederacy and the Preservation of Confederate Culture (University Press of Florida).  And Suzanne Lebsock won The Willie Lee Rose Prize for the best book in southern history written by a woman for A Murder in Virginia (W.W. Norton).  

Grace Elizabeth Hale’s annual address in, “The Southern Black Roots of Postwar American Culture and Politics, Or, The Strange Career of the White Negro,” was delivered before a packed house.  Grace argued that all southern historians should pay much closer attention to cultural history, recognizing its centrality to southern history, and that all postwar American history is southern history after all.  Grace’s talk was followed by a lively reception at the Center for Southern Folklore that netted nearly $1,000 in book sale profits and honored the leadership of the SAWH during its first 35 years.  

The Executive Council meeting and the Members’ meeting in Memphis showcased Stephanie Cole’s strong leadership over the past year.  The SAWH can proudly chalk up the following achievements: the publication of Clio’s Southern Sisters, edited by Constance Schulz and Elizabeth Hayes Turner, the latest title in our burgeoning University of Missouri Press series; the selection of a 2006 conference site, University of Maryland at Baltimore-County, and the appointment of host co-chairs, Ann Sarah Rubin and Kristen Lindenmeyer; the appointment of Conference Program Chair Elna C. Green; and the appointment of  Megan Shockley, assistant professor at Clemson University, as incoming executive secretary.  Megan attended the Memphis meeting to get a head start on learning the ropes from executive secretary extraordinaire Melissa Walker, whose tour of duty ends June 30th.  I want to give special thanks to Melissa and Converse College for facilitating this transition, to Megan’s home institution for supporting Megan and the SAWH in this new relationship, and to Sandy Treadway, who negotiated this fine match up so successfully.       

The SAWH is working hard to facilitate partnerships that strengthen the reach and scope of the organization.  Judy Gentry, chair of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Status of Women, is exploring the possibility of coordinating the dissemination of its 2004 report (available on the SAWH website) to all history department chairs with the SHA’s recent report on the Status of Women in the Profession.   Meanwhile, the Ad Hoc Committee on the Status of African American Women in the Profession, chaired by Wanda Hendricks and Eva Bahm, is considering ways to promote African American women into administrative and senior faculty ranks, and will partner its assessment on the practicability of such a study with the Association of Black Women Historians.  Together, the ABWH and the ad hoc Committee will seek to look at African American women’s status not only in historically black colleges, but in all colleges and universities, and will report back to the SAWH later this spring on the advisability and cost of a nationwide study.  

Because the SAWH has been actively working on important long-range initiatives like these, as well as discussing many others, and because the SAWH is in such good financial shape, and needs to think more seriously about pursuing a long-range investment strategy, the Executive Council has concluded that the time has come to re-establish an ad hoc long-range planning committee (the last such committee was organized in 1996).  You may recall that recent ideas generated for organizational priorities have included: mentoring graduate students and junior faculty; a mentor award; a standing committee on the status of women in the profession; a dissertation prize; research grants for members; and contributions to help fund a lobbyist for our profession.  While ad hoc committees have been formed in recent years to explore some of these ideas in greater detail and to outline possible program directions, the SAWH has never attempted to prioritize all of these efforts and ideas, nor weighed projected costs for those initiatives.  Given the scope of many of these initiatives, the time has come to do just that.
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New Members

Edith W. Brady, High Point Museum

Rebecca de Schweinitz, Independent Scholar

Katherine Dittmar, University of Georgia
Rand Dotson, Louisiana State University Press
Helena L. Iles, University of Maryland

Robert Korstad, Duke University

Niera Marshall, Indiana University

Selina Pearson, Northwest Shoals Community 

College

Cecile King Striplin, Alabama School of Math and 

Science

Linda Webster, University of Arkansas at 

Monticello


2005 SAWH EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

President

Michele Gillespie, Wake Forest University

Gillesmk@wfu.edu
First Vice President
Glenda Gilmore, Yale University

Glenda.gilmore@yale.edu

Second Vice President
Cynthia Kierner

University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Ckierner@email.uncc.edu
Past President

Stephanie Cole, University of Texas at Arlington

Scole@uta.edu
Secretary (until June 30, 2005)

Melissa Walker, Converse College

Melissa.walker@converse.edu
Secretary-Elect (as of July 1, 2005)

Megan Shockley, Clemson University

Mshockl@clemson.edu
Treasurer

Jenny Dunn, Spartanburg Methodist College

Dunnj@smcsc.edu
Executive Council Members
Jane Dailey, The Johns Hopkins University

dailey@jhu.edu
Wanda Hendricks, University of South Carolina

HendricW@gwm.sc.edu
Antoinette Van Zelm

Center for Historic Preservation, 

Middle Tennessee State University

avanzelm@mtsu.edu
Graduate Student Members

Neal Millikan, University of South Carolina

nealmillikan@yahoo.com
Margaret Nunnelly, Rice University

mnunnell@rice.edu

General Announcements
The Western Association of Women Historians announces its annual conference April 29-May 1, 2005 at the Black Canyon Conference Center in Phoenix, Arizona.  Applications for awards and prizes are due January 15, 2005.  See their web site (http://www.wawh.org) for more details on the Sierra Prize, the Judith Lee Ridge Prize, the Founders’ Dissertation Fellowship, and the Barbara “Penny” Kanner Prize.  

Job Opportunity:  Tennessee Technological University announces the availability of a position as assistant professor of history in Early American History to begin August 1, 2005.  The applicant must have a Ph.D. in history by August 2005 and be able to teach the U.S. History survey sequence.  Preference will be given to candidates who display a willingness to offer on-line courses or who otherwise augment existing department specialties.  Screening begins January 1, 2005 and will continue until the position is filled.   Interested applicants should submit a letter of application, completed TTU Faculty Application Form, a c.v. and a copy of graduate transcripts to Chair, Search Committee, Department of History, Box 5064, Tennessee Technological University, Cookeville, Tennessee, 38505.  Three letters of reference should be mailed directly to the same address.  

The Agricultural History Society—Call for papers for 2005 symposium on “Art and Agriculture:  Material Expressions of Rural People and Their Lifeways,” June 2-4, 2005, Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village, Dearborn, Michigan. The 2005 Agricultural History Society Symposium will explore the meaning of material culture broadly defined to include that produced by and about rural and agricultural people and their lifeways.  Formal paper presentations as well as workshops and hands-on sessions featuring artifacts and material culture can be accommodated, and creative formats are encouraged. Session and workshop proposals should include a 150-word abstract, a brief vita or biographical statement, and a list of presenters in the case of a formal panel. Electronic submissions are preferred.  Deadline for proposals is February 15, 2005.  Please direct questions about the program as well as complete proposals to the program chair, Debra A. Reid., Associate Professor of History, Eastern Illinois University, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL  61920, cfdar2@eiu.edu.


Please Keep Us Informed

We would love to know what you’ve been doing lately.  Please send member news and address changes to us by March 1, 2005 for the Spring 2005 newsletter.  (Please write legibly.  Sometimes it is quite a challenge to decipher member names and news.)

Please send all correspondence to:

Melissa Walker—SAWH

Dept. of History and Politics

Converse College

Spartanburg, SC  29302

Melissa.walker@converse.edu

President’s Message continued

The Executive Council has asked its elected Council members to serve on this ad hoc long-range committee. Since these Council members have participated in recent discussions about organizational priorities, and because their considerable skills are not thoroughly tapped in their traditionally limited Executive Council roles, they are especially well-placed to produce a thoughtful list of priorities in relatively short order.  But it is not our intention to exclude our membership from this process.  We invite each of you to convey your thoughts on those initiatives you consider most important to the organization’s mission to me or any member of the SAWH Executive Council by early April.  We will take your concerns and suggestions seriously in our considerations.  As you can see, we have an important year ahead, as we make the transition to a new institutional home, develop the 7th Conference plans, support existing initiatives and prioritize others. Your support, in whatever capacity you can offer it, has never been more important.  In closing, let me offer a very special thank you to Stephanie Cole for her committed leadership, to Melissa Walker for her exemplary service, and to all of you who make the SAWH such an exceptional organization.  

Michele K. Gillespie

Wake Forest University

gillesmk@wfu.edu

    LIFE MEMBERS OF SAWH                 
SAWH is grateful for the loyalty and commitment of our life members.  If you are interested in the conveniences of a life membership, please see the membership form at the end of this newsletter.  

American Historical Association

Thomas Appleton, Jr.
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Crystal Feimster
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Michele Gillespie
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Ginger Gould

Debra Greene
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Robin Harris
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Nancy Hewitt
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Martha King
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Andrew McMichael
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Southern Historical Association

Jane W. Squires

Carolyn Stefano

Cecile King Striplin

Jean A. Stuntz

Alice Taylor-Colbert
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Cheryl Thurber

Sandra Goia Treadway

Elizabeth Hayes Turner
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Member News

Ann Short Chirhart (Indiana State University) will publish Torches of Light:  Georgia Teachers and the Coming of the Modern South with University of Georgia Press in Winter 2005.

Vincent P. De Santis (University of Notre Dame) has been named an International Educator of the Year by the International Biographical Center of Cambridge, England.

Anya Jabour (University of Montana) published Major Problems in the History of American Families and Children with Houghton Mifflin.  The book is an edited course reader with selected documents and essays.

Joan Johnson (Northeastern Illinois University) published Southern Ladies, New Women:  Race, Region, and Clubwomen in South Carolina, 1890-1930, with University Press of Florida.  Currently, she is studying Southern women at turn-of-the-century Northern colleges.

Katherine Burger Johnson (University of Louisville), Elizabeth Dunn (Duke University) and Anne Rothfeld (National Library of Medicine) presented a workshop at the Southern Historical Association meeting entitled, “Unlocking the Archival Vault:  Documenting the Lives of Southern Women.”

Lu Ann Jones (University of South Florida) published “My Own Boss:  A Wiregrass Farmer Tells His Story,” in Atlanta History:  A Journal of Georgia and the South in 2004.  She was also awarded a 2004 National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend to support research for “DuPont Comes to Tobacco Road:  Rural Industrialization in the Postwar South.”


Anne C. Loveland (Louisiana State University) recently published an essay entitled “From Morale Builders to Moral Advocates:  U.S. Army Chaplains in the Second Half of the Twentieth Century,” in The Sword of the Lord:  Military Chaplains from the First to the Twenty-First Century, edited by Doris L. Bergen.  The book was published by University of Notre Dame in 2004.

Loyce B. Miles (Hinds Community College) completed her doctorate at Mississippi State University in 2003 under the guidance of Dr. Elizabeth Nybakken.  The title of her dissertation was “Forgotten Scholars:  Female Secondary Education in Three Antebellum States.”  

Julia Huston Nguyen (NEH) has accepted a position as senior program officer with the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Victoria Ott (Birmingham-Southern College) has accepted a tenure-track assistant professorship at Birmingham-Southern College.

Constance B. Schulz (University of South Carolina) and Elizabeth Hayes Turner (University of North Texas) have just published a co-edited collection of oral history interviews with founders of the SAWH.  The book is entitled Clio’s Southern Sisters.  Connie has also been awarded a position as Fulbright Senior Lecturer at the University of Genoa in Italy for the spring of 2005.

Diane Miller Sommerville  (Fairleigh Dickinson University) has published Rape and Race in the Nineteenth Century South with the University of North Carolina Press.

Marjorie Julian Spruill (University of South Carolina) has joined the faculty of the University of South Carolina.  She is currently a member of the executive council of the Southern Historical Association.

General Announcements
Slavery, Abolition, and Resistance Fellowship Program. The Gilder Lehrman Center, an initiative of the Yale Center for International and Area Studies, is pleased to announce the Slavery, Abolition, and Resistance Fellowship Program for the academic year 2005-2006. The Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition seeks to promote a better understanding of all aspects of the institution of slavery from the earliest times to the present. The Fellowship Program is designed to support established and younger scholars in researching projects that can be linked to the aims of the GLC. Three-month fellowships with a stipend of $10,000 each, and one-month fellowships with a stipend of $3,000 each are available for the academic year. Scholars currently holding the Ph.D. are invited to apply for either term of fellowship.  These fellowships provide access to the research facilities of Yale University, to a broad range of related regional research collections, and to the Gilder Lehrman Collection in New York City. The application deadline is April 1, 2005 for the Fall 2005 and Spring 2006 semesters.   For application materials and more information, visit the website at http://www.yale.edu/glc.

The Board of the National Coalition of Independent Scholars (NCIS) announces its grants competition for independent scholars for 2005. Two grants are available. To apply for the grants, members must submit the following: A statement of no more than 600 words (approximately two pages) describing the project, including its current state of development and an estimate of overall cost; a schedule for the completion of the project; a description of how the funds will be used; and a curriculum vitae or resume, including publications.  Send five copies of your submission, or one e-mail submission to Laura Garcés, Chair of the Awards Committee. The deadline for submissions is March 15, 2005. Questions can be addressed to Laura Garcés by email at laura.garces@verizon.net.

The Journal of the North Carolina Association of Historians is seeking articles on this year’s publication theme:  “Women:  Of All Times, In All Places.”  Historians interested in submitting articles on this theme for possible publication should send them to Dr. Millicent E. Brown, Editor, Department of History, Room 324 Gibbs Hall, North Carolina A & T University, 1601 E. Market St., Greensboro, NC  27411.  Mbrown@ncat.edu.  Please submit paper copy and a disk in WordPerfect or MS Word.  Book reviewers are invited to contact book review editor Dr. Fuabeh Fonge at fonge@ncat.edu.  Deadline for submissions is January 15, 2005.

Encyclopedia of the Home Front: World Wars I and II.  ABC-CLIO, a New York-based academic and reference publisher, and East River Books, a reference book producer, are seeking contributing scholars for a three-volume reference work on the American, British, and Canadian home fronts in World Wars I and II. The project is aimed at the academic high school and undergraduate levels. The encyclopedia will include articles on politics and government; economy, labor, and business; society; religion and education; technology, science, and the environment; and arts and culture. There will be entries on individuals, places, ideas, events, institutions, and general themes. Articles will vary in length from 500-2,000 words (depending on significance of the topic). If you are interested in contributing, contact Irene Chow, Encyclopedia of the Home Front, 20 Ironsides Street #14, Marina del Rey CA 90292, Fax: 310-861-5510, Email: homefrontencyclopedia@comcast.net.

The Journal of Women's History is soliciting articles for a special issue on women, material culture and consumption, guest edited by Clare Haru Crowston. We seek manuscripts from the broadest chronological, geographical and methodological range and from individuals residing around the world. Potential topics include comparative "consumer revolutions;" the gendering of consumption and material culture; fashion, luxury, and the exotic; family and the law in consumption; the relationship between production and consumption; and women's role in credit systems and market culture. The deadline for submissions is April 1, 2005. Please send four one-sided, double-spaced copies of your manuscript (no more than 10,000 words, including endnotes) to Journal of Women's History, c/o Department of History, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 309 Gregory Hall, MC-466,
810 S. Wright St., Urbana, IL, 61801. Mark the envelope "Attention: Clare Crowston." For more details on our submission policy see our website: 

http://www.press.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_womens_history/guidelines.html
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Web Site: http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~sawh


Membership is $18 per year for regular members, and $5 per year for graduate students, retirees, and independent scholars. A lifetime membership is available for $200, payable in quarterly installments. The SAWH especially welcomes as members women and men who are interested in southern history and/or women’s history, as well as all women historians in any field who live in the South.





If you would like to become a member or know of someone who would like to be a member of this dynamic organization, 


just fill out the enclosed membership


form and mail it in with your check


made payable to SAWH.




















A Listing of the 2005 SAWH Executive Council is on  P. 2.
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